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Conayt Friendship Society receives $20,000 community board grant from the TELUS
Friendly Future Foundation, supporting Youth Revitalization and After School Program.

This funding will help to create an after-school program open to all youth in the Nicola
Valley between the ages of 12 and 18

Merritt, British Columbia, July 28" 2025 — The Conayt Friendship Society has received a
$20,000 Community Board grant from the TELUS Friendly Future Foundation®, through
the TELUS Interior and Northern British Columbia Community Board, supporting Conayt
Friendship Society’s effort in creating a safe space for youth to come and be
themselves.

“Conayt Friendship Society has been working with youth in the Nicola Valley for many
years. In past years we operated a dedicated space for specific programming, called
"Spirit of the Youth” or SOY for short. We operated out of an additional building just to
the east of our current building, for a brief period, and when not there, we had a space
in our main office at 2164 Quilchena Avenue which was called the “SOY Room”. Due to
lack of funding, many of our youth programs were closed, including the “SOY Room”.

We have recently secured other funding that has facilitated the hiring of our Youth
Coordinator Position that was missing for several years. Our current program offers the
ability for us to staff this position daily at half-time. We are seeking additional funding
that will allow us to grow this position to a full-time position and be able to keep
everything running and on-track on an annual basis.

With funding from the TELUS Friendly Future Foundation it is our hope to reinstate this
youth programming that has been put off to the side for several years. Thanks to this
new financial support, we will be able to re-designate a space for youth programming as
well as provide snacks and after-school activities that were so popular in the past.

We hope to purchase equipment to supply our youth opportunities to flourish in an
environment filled with positive influences and activities that promote creativity. Our
desire is to offer culturally grounded methods of connecting our youth to their heritage
and families, where these ties have been needed in the past, and lost for many years in
some areas.



We are grateful for the funding that the TELUS Friendly Future Foundation has provided
to our society and will continue to seek out other opportunities to keep our youth
programming running smoothly for many years to come.

“This amount will contribute to rebuilding our Spirit of the Youth Room. This room was
once an after school program, a safe space for many youth in the Nicola Valley to
attend,” said Hyrum Peterson, Executive Director of Conayt Friendship Society. “The
Nicola Valley is navigating firsthand the effects of a worldwide pandemic, the 2021
floods, the drug epidemic, housing crisis, and colonialism. These crises are directly
affecting the youth; we owe it to them and the future to support them during these
hardships. The program prioritizes supporting culture reconnection and life skill building
to give these kids the best chance possible.”

"The word 'Conayt' means 'helping others' in the Thompson language, and this
partnership embodies that beautiful spirit of community care,” said Nimmi Kaniji,
Executive Director of the TELUS Friendly Future Foundation. “When we support
Indigenous youth in reconnecting with their heritage, while building life skills, we're not
just investing in individual futures — we're helping to heal intergenerational wounds and
strengthen the cultural fabric of entire communities. The Spirit of the Youth program and
dedicated space represents exactly the kind of culturally grounded, holistic support that
helps young people thrive."

For more information on Conayt Friendship Society and Youth Revitalization and After
School Program, please visit www.conayt.com, and for more information on the TELUS
Friendly Future Foundation visit friendlyfuture.com

About Conayt Friendship Society and Youth Revitalization

The term Conayt originates from Nlaka'pamuxcin, the Thompson language. Conayt
means “helping others” and it is at the heart of our mission. We work to holistically
improve the quality of life and cultural distinctiveness, and to strengthen friendship and
cooperation between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal members in our community.

In 1968, six individuals recognized the need for a Friendship Centre in the Nicola Valley
to serve the growing population of urban Aboriginal people. Resources were limited in
the early stages of planning and development, and their own homes were used as
collateral. Thanks to their efforts the Friendship Centre was born and was able to deliver
the first social programs to the community.

In June of 1975, the Province of British Columbia recognized the Nicola Valley
Friendship and Counselling Society as a nonprofit community-based organization under


http://friendlyfuture.com

the Societies Act. In 1983, under the direction of the society membership and board of
directors, the Nicola Valley Friendship Centre changed its name to its current name, the
Conayt Friendship Society.

After several moves over the years to accommodate the growing number of programs
offered, Conayt purchased a permanent home with ample space for growth, to bring all
programs together under one roof. Since 2010, the Friendship Society has been located
at 2164 Quilchena Avenue in Merritt and our team continues to deliver a variety

of programs to the Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal community in the Nicola Valley.

About the TELUS Friendly Future Foundation

The TELUS Friendly Future Foundation is a Canadian registered charity that believes
all youth, regardless of circumstance, deserve an equal opportunity to reach their full
potential. By funding more than 500 youth-serving charities and awarding over 500
bursaries each year, the Foundation is helping millions of youth across Canada build
skills, confidence and feel a sense of belonging. In 2024 alone, we provided more than
$11 million in grant funding and TELUS Student Bursaries supporting 550+ health and
education programs and 500+ bursaries for young changemakers experiencing financial
need.

For more information on the TELUS Friendly Future Foundation, visit friendlyfuture.com.
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